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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Vaccine 
Fatwa (Islamic Verdict) 

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds and may the blessings and peace of Allah be 
upon His messenger Muhammad and upon all his family and companions. 

Over the past weeks, the Australian Fatwa Council (AFC) has been actively researching 
and discussing the matter of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine with trusted and credible 
Muslim doctors and medical experts who specialise in medicine, vaccines and viruses. 

Hence the Australian Fatwa Council (AFC) concluded the following: 

First: Medication is a religious issue and concern, as mentioned by the Prophet 
Mohammad (Peace Be Upon Him) “Make use of medical treatment, for Allah has not 
made a disease without appointing a remedy for it.”   [Sunan Abi Dawud 3855] 

Second: The Australian Fatwa Council consulted with Muslim doctors and medical experts 
who specialise in the field of vaccines and viruses seeking clarity on the composition of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine and its effects. The following was the outcome; The 
Muslim doctors and medical experts scientifically confirmed that the vaccines (specifically: 
Pfizer and AstraZeneca) do not contain any prohibited substances or ingredients and that 
they have met the clinical standards of the TGA (at this stage Pfizer vaccine only. Astra 
Zeneca TGA application for approval is in progress and is also expected to be approved by 
the TGA quite soon), deeming them safe. 

Based on what was conveyed by the trusted Muslim doctors and medical experts, 
the vaccine for the Coronavirus (COVID-19) is permissible according to the Islamic 
law as there is no known religious harm attributed to being vaccinated nor does it 
contain any forbidden substances. The vaccine will be considered necessary if there 
is any possible risk of harm to other humans due to non-vaccination. There is a 
religious obligation to preserve human life that has been honoured by Allah the 
Almighty. 

And Allah Knows better. 

 

Attached is the document issued by the committee of doctors and experts specialising in the field of 
vaccines and viruses, which includes the most important questions (which were presented to the doctors 
and medical experts by the Australian Fatwa Council (AFC)) related to the Coronavirus vaccine. 
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 فتوى التطعيم بلقاح كورو�
 

آله وصحبه أمجعني.  احلمد هلل رب العاملني والصالة والسالم على أشرف األنبياء واملرسلني سيد� حممد وعلى 
 أما بعد؛

لقاح فريوس كورو� مع فعلى مدار األسابيع املاضية وجملس اإلفتاء األسرتايل يبحث األمر املتعلق بشأن  
اللقاحات والفريوسات كو�م أصحاب التخصص يف هذا اجملال،   األطباء املسلمني الثقات واملتخصصني يف جمال
 وقد خلص جملس اإلفتاء األسرتايل إىل ما يلي: 

 

وجل مل يضع داء إال وضع له   ز " تداووا فإن هللا عأوال: أن التداوي أمر مشروع لقوله صلى هللا عليه وسلم 
. (سنن أيب داود)  دواء"  

اثنيا: بناء على ما ورد من األطباء املسلمني املتخصصني يف جمال اللقاحات والفريوسات الذين مت استشارهتم 
مادة حمرمة   يأ ال حيتوي على  (فايزر وأسرتازينيكا)للقاح التجرييب خبصوص هذا االمر فقد أكدوا علميا أن ا

 شرعا وأنه آمن طبقا للمعايري الطبية.
 

 وعليه فقد خلص جملس اإلفتاء األسرتايل إىل ما يلي: 
أن اللقاح التجرييب اخلاص بفريوس كورو� من املباحات يف الشريعة اإلسالمية اليت ال حرج يف التطعيم هبا مىت 

أراد اإلنسان إال إذا لزم األمر أخذ اللقاح خلطر رمبا يتعرض له اإلنسان أو يُعرِّض غريه له بسبب عدم أخذ 
كرمها هللا تعاىل.   اليتشرية اللقاح وذلك من ابب احلفاظ على الروح وصيانة النفس الب  

 

       وهللا تعاىل أعلى وأعلم. 
 

  مرفق بنص الفتوى املستند الصادر من جلنة األطباء املتخصصني يف جمال اللقاحات والفريوسات والذي يتضمن أهم األسئلة املتعلقة ابللقاح 
. اخلاص بفريوس كورو�   
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الرحیم الرحمن هللا بسم  
In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

 

As part of our core aims to promote and improve the health of the muslim and wider community in Australia, 
Muslim Health Professionals Australia (MHPA) would like to address the most common questions and 
concerns from religious scholars and the wider muslim community regarding the COVID-19 vaccinations 
which will likely become available in Australia in the coming months. This is in order to allow our scholars and 
the muslim community to make informed decisions regarding vaccination for themselves and their families.  

These brief answers are based on the Q&A document developed by the British Board of Scholars and Imams 
(BBSI)1, which we strongly advise everyone to read alongside this statement. It is also informed by the 
current medical literature, the expert medical opinion of large muslim medical organisations2,3, and the 
knowledge and recommendations of pious muslim doctors who are experts in virology and involved in 
coronavirus vaccine research.  

Many large fatwa councils around the world have already published Islamic legal rulings regarding the 
permissibility of the recently developed COVID-19 vaccines1,4-6. Muslims were among the first to discover and 
practice vaccination in the 18th century, and since the advent of modern vaccination programs, muslim jurists 
worldwide have almost unanimously argued for the permissibility and importance of vaccination to 
safeguard life and health7.   

 

Are the COVID-19 vaccines safe? 

Vaccines are among the most utilised medications in the world, ranking alongside tablets like Paracetamol. 
This is because so many people have taken them that any problems would have become apparent long ago. 
If 1000 people take a medication and there was a 0.1% chance of it causing death, for example, that one 
person might be missed. But if a billion people were to take that medication, a million deaths are much 
harder to miss! Because this clearly has not happened, it is evident that vaccines are, in general, safe for use - 
though of course, as with any other medication, individuals may rarely react to them and suffer side effects, 
sometimes serious ones. However most diseases we vaccinate against frequently cause death or serious 
disability, so the benefit of taking vaccinations far outweigh their risks. 

The COVID19 vaccines, of course, have been produced in record time (months rather than years). Because of 
this, it is understandable that there is concern about their safety. However, there are a number of reasons 
for this which have nothing to do with ‘cutting corners’. These include unprecedented funding due to the 
severity of the pandemic, technological advances (e.g. in genetic sequencing of the virus and repurposing of 
existing vaccines), and the cutting of bureaucracy and politics which has allowed international collaboration 
to start and run trials more efficiently.   

Reliable information has shown over 90% effectiveness for the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, and 60-90% for 
the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine8-10. The Oxford vaccine utilises older vaccine technology which is known to 
be extremely safe. While the mRNA based Pfizer and Moderna vaccines utilise newer technology, they have 
now been given to over 1 million people in trials and early roll out without any unexpected or long lasting 
side effects.  
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Significant allergic reactions (anaphylaxis) have occurred at a rate of 1 per 100,000 people, which is 
significantly less than the 1 in 300 anaphylaxis risk we all have during our lifetime due to food, other 
medications and insect bites11. RNA vaccines have also been used in cancer studies for the last 7 years 
without serious concerns. 

It should also not be forgotten that COVID is a deadly and highly contagious virus, which has already taken 
the lives of many in the community and caused significant economic harm to people’s livelihoods. Dealing 
with this is imperative from a moral and material point of view. 

 

Do the vaccines contain any haram products or foetal cells? 

None of the currently available vaccines (Pfizer, Moderna, or the Oxford vaccine) contain gelatine or any 
animal products. This has been independently verified by the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory 
Agency in the UK12-13. The Oxford vaccine contains trace amounts of ethanol, a synthetic alcohol used as a 
stabiliser in many other medications.  

No vaccine contains foetal cells – this is simply an incorrect statement. Most vaccines need to be carried into 
the body using a harmless virus. These carrier viruses for vaccines need to grow in cells – whether animal or 
human: this is part of the process of their production. However, a cell is hundreds of times the size of a virus, 
so it is impossible for a cell to be in a virus. In the final production of the vaccine, there are no cells of any 
kind remaining. 

It is true that some vaccine components may have been grown in stem cells derived from other stem cells 
that were originally sourced from a foetus (WI-38) that was aborted for non medical reasons in the 1970s. Of 
the currently available COVID vaccines, the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines were not produced using foetal cell-
lines, whilst the Oxford vaccine contains molecules grown in these descendent cells but which do not make it 
into the final product. Muslim jurists have already addressed the permissibility of using such vaccines based 
on Islamic jurisprudential maxims7. 

 

Can the vaccine change my DNA or allow tracking? 

The idea of introducing genetic material to the body might sound strange, but it is a fact of human life that 
we are exposed to RNA and DNA from foreign bodies all the time – viruses, other pathogens and even the 
food we eat. There are two types of vaccines: those which use deactivated or weakened viruses to provoke a 
protective immune response in the body (like the Oxford COVID vaccine), and newer ones which use 
synthetic strands of mRNA (like the Pfizer or Moderna COVID vaccines). RNA does not enter the nucleus of 
the cell where our DNA is stored, and there is no mechanism in the body to integrate RNA back into DNA. 
Therefore, neither vaccine type appears to affect the DNA inside our cells, nor have any vaccines (which have 
been around for decades) been shown to affect human DNA. 

RNA is incredibly fragile. It only lasts for 4-5 days within cells, and is then destroyed by the cell’s clearing 
mechanisms. There is no credible evidence to suggest that vaccines or other forms of medication can be used 
to track people. In terms of worrying about those who might wish us harm, the believer must always 
remember that all power lies in the hands of Allah, and that no harm can come to us save for what our Lord, 
in His Divine wisdom and mercy, has decreed for us. 
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Do all medical professionals share the same opinion about the vaccine?  

Vaccines have prevented over ten million deaths since the 1960’s alone14, and are among the safest of all 
medications ever produced. Most doctors are not specialists in vaccines, and take their medical information 
from trusted experts and evidence in the medical literature to decide whether a new medication has benefits 
which outweigh its possible risks. In the context of COVID-19 vaccinations, medical experts in virology and 
vaccines, and who are involved in COVID-19 research, have clearly stated that the benefits of these 
vaccinations far outweigh their risks. 

It is important to note that the small number of medical professionals who have expressed anti-vaccine 
sentiments are neither experts in vaccination nor involved in COVID-19 research, and often express belief in 
conspiracy theories or opinions which cannot be verified. In our age of social media, a huge amount of lies 
and misinformation are spread for reasons of profit or to deliberately harm social cohesion. Both muslim 
doctors, and muslims in general, are required by our religion to verify important information and assess the 
reliability of sources of knowledge. We must trust in the recommendations of experts who also have a 
reputation for telling the truth, and avoid the opinions of non-experts or those whose character cannot be 
verified.  
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